DATABASE MANAGEMENT WITH SQL  (CIS331)

MySQL (STRUCTURED QUERY LANGUAGE PROCESSER)

MySQL is the Structured Query Language processor that we will be using for this class.  It is powerful and easy to use. 

MySQL has been set up for your use on the Baker Crux server.  This is the same server that hosts the student and faculty web sites.   You can access the Crux command line interface using SSH Secure Client (see online student resources at www.baker.edu) or any telnet client.  Your Crux login  and password are the same as your Baker College username (ex. JSMITH01) and password.

Once you are logged in to Crux you will be at a prompt similar to:

 jsmith01-/home/jsmith01% 

 Your MySQL username is the same as your crux login. Your password is your first and last initials and the last six digits of your Baker College UIN (You can find your UIN by logging onto Solar System at ol.baker.edu and viewing your account information). You have a database created for your use that is named "$username_db" where $username is your crux login.

You will be working with the database in two ways: from the command line and by using a front-end such called phpMyAdmin. 

Working with MySQL from the Command Line
One way that you can work with MySQL is from the command line. Once you have logged into crux, issue this command: 

mysql -u jsmith01 –pjs1234567 jsmith01_db

(Note:  If you make a mistake try to backspace, you may get ^H characters.  Just use Shift-Backspace instead)

You will replace jsmith01 with your login and js1234567 with your password and jsmith01_db with your login_db. Note that there is no space between the -p and the password!

This command will start MySQL and log you into your database.  

The MySQL Command Prompt will look like this:

mysql>

From here you could type in SQL commands to send to the server. You can also load a text file or script where you have written a series of commands. You should be aware of your MySQL options at this point. Type this command to see what options you have:

help

This gives you a list of the functions available.   Print this out as a reference.

To change your password,  type the following command:

set password = password('warthog1') 

where warthog1 is our new password. 

You will get a prompt like this: ->   This is the prompt that tells you that you have entered a query, but have not sent it to the processor yet.  

Type:

\p

This prints (or pages) the query to the default device, which is your screen. 

 You should see this:

--------------
set password = password('warthog1')
--------------

The stuff between the two rows of dashes is your existing command. This could be multiple lines if you were doing something more complex than changing our password.

Next you type:

\g 

This causes our command to be processed. You should see a message that the Query was Okay. That means our password has been changed.   You should change your password to something other than your crux password.  Your password may be used in scripts that are able to be read by others.   Make sure that you remember the password because you will have to contact the help desk to reset it if you don’t.

To quit MySQL, type:

\q 

If you want, you can verify our new password by logging in again as you did earlier.

